Writing Club: On Memory with Sarah Thankam Mathews
May 2023

Prompt 1: Write about a memory of a school lunch. Those are your
keywords: school and lunch.

Prompt 2: Close your eyes and imagine the hair of somebody you
know very, very well. Picture it: color and texture, is the scalp dry, how
does it look in the sun, how does it act in the wind?

Now your keywords this time are two unconnected words: hair and
change.
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Artwork: Lorna Simpson. Wigs. 1994.

Prompt 3: Now, write down a quick bullet point list of words that
describe what you see. Include your initial interpretations of the work.
We're going to call this list Suitcase 1.

Prompt 4: Now, we're going to make a list we call Suitcase 2. You have
to pick an age in your life, it can be now or in the past or in the future.
Now, write down: five adjectives that come to mind when you think of
this age you've written down...five nouns, five verbs.


https://www.moma.org/collection/works/73745
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Prompt 5: The Memory Poem Frame

TITLE: AT [AGE]
|AM A [ADJECTIVE] [NOUN]
AT [PLACE OR SETTING OR MOMENT],
A [NOUN] THAT
| AM A [NOUN]. IAM A
[NOUN]
COULD IF
| AM A [NOUN] BECAUSE

WE ARE THE THINGS WE LOVE.

|AM A [NOUN], BECAUSE

WE ARE THE THINGS THAT CONQUER US,

AND AT [PAST AGE] YEARS OLD, |

|AM A [NOUN] [ADVERB] [VERB],
[ADJECTIVE]

BUT |

| REMEMBER [PERSON]
[VERB]

TO WRITE

| AM.
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Artwork: Maria Magdalena Campos-Pons. Untitled (The Right

Protection). 1999.



https://www.moma.org/collection/works/85730
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Prompt 6: Think of someone you loved, someone you remember. Look
at the Maria Magdalena Campos-Pons print and try to bring them to life
with your words. Remember their specificity; their hair, their laugh, the
way they made others feel, the way they made you feel. Show them in
action.

When you write, remember you are not writing alone. We are doing this
together. When you feel stuck, close your eyes, breathe, and look at the
Campos-Pons print, but try to keep writing without stopping, as much
as possible.
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(Hindu Translation)

;Wi T of Sheheh il o T ATe; Heholl | ITThehldsae: Toh of X o | Y&
ST |

SRUTT 2: 379611 HTWHG oI3R T o shaTellehl hodell Y, hHoleld 3
Hell-#Teh TR ¢ | e ATSEIR WY <d: WM 3R S=irae, a7 @ivst Yeh
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3nfeehe: TolaESeaEIdsT| Wigs. 1994.
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Protection)| 1999.

URUT 5: shehdl VAT Tod HaRATAR, HAAIIAIR HehdTl, sholgehl 3Tdeh!
Ie 3 81 AR AT Campos-Pons daie & €I W3R
e UALSGIASIATS Felehl AT Y | 3edhl dRIeh HaAWUIEG IW;
AT SegiA3MTIh FEdl| SreehrIShRET FEdl | HelfQwH Are TWshe
KIST

&Y 3Tk olole! ol (86 | §H SUTH AT Fell 86 | e 31T 3cah oy, for
3791 JTEHE of, 3RTH FHH 3R Campos-Pons FHade Hl 3K Ay,
JehehoT ahfololl &I Tch, haalT Tohehol 14 {goTehl ShIehrel &Y |




